
 

DISCLAIMER 

The purpose of the Manager’s Monthly Memo is to provide a highlight or recap of some of the major projects and happenings taking place in Cedar 

Grove. By no means is it an exhaustive list and all of the information contained herein is subject to change depending on a multitude of unpredictable 

factors including but not limited to funding and weather. If you seek further information about any of these items or anything else taking place in 

Cedar Grove, please email me at zichelli@cedargrovenj.org or call (973) 239 – 1410 x 202 during normal business hours. 

MANAGER’S 

MONTHLY MEMO 

NOVEMBER 2025  

 

NORTH END FIRE HOUSE GRAND OPENING 

• On Saturday, November 8, Mayor Mega and the Township Council, along with Township professionals, 

Senator Corrado, Assemblyman Barlas, and members of the North End Fire Company and Cedar Grove 

Fire Department joined to officially open the North End Fire House! 

• This project involved demolishing the old building and reconstructing, in its place, a brand new, two-

story, two-bay state of the art fire house for our dedicated volunteers.  

• This project would not have occurred but for the professional work of Project Oversight Manager and 
CGFD President Joseph Lipari, Project Architect Joseph Haines and Vikki Edmunson, Township 

Engineer Alexandra Handel, DPW Superintendents Peter DiGeronimo and Michael Grasso, and special 

counsel Greg Trif, Esq. and Anthony Fradella, Esq.  

• After the ribbon cutting, the Township Council dedicated the building to Joseph Lipari!  
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                DEVONSHIRE ROAD MILLING AND PAVING 

• The Township has completed its final paving project 

of 2025 with Devonshire Road and Devonshire Road 

South!  

• This project was awarded on September 8, 2025, for 

the complete reconstruction of Devonshire Road and 

Devonshire Road South in an amount not to exceed 

$264,502.70. In under two (2) months from the start 

of construction, the Township was able to complete 

the project which included significant concrete repairs 

to aprons, sidewalks, and curbing, as well as the 

required installation of an ADA compliant crosswalk, 

and a complete 2-inch milling and overlay.  

• This project was funded by a $350,000 NJDOT grant 
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             LIBRARY RENOVATION GRAND REOPENING 

• On Saturday, November 1, Mayor 

Mega and the Township Council, along 

with the Cedar Grove Public Library’s 

Board of Trustees, the Friends of the 

Cedar Grove Public Library, Senator 

Corrado, Assemblymen DePhillips and 

Barlas, and members of the community 

held a grand opening and ribbon cutting 

at our freshly renovated Library! 

• The renovations involved the abatement of asbestos floor tiles, a brand-

new floor installed with new furniture, shelving, desks, and chairs as well 

as new lighting and painting! 

• Members from the CGHS Choir sang and there were guest readers 

throughout the day-including Mayor Mega!  

             NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Ord. 25-954: introduced to amend Chapter 72 of the Code of the 
Township of Cedar Grove entitled Verona Cedar Grove Flood Control 

Advisory Board to expand membership to the Township of Little Falls 

and Borough of Woodland Park 

• Ord. 25-957: introduced to amend Chapter 228 of the Code of the 

Township of Cedar Grove entitled Stormwater Control to increase the 

requirements for minor and major developments to contain runoff 

on their property  

• Ord. 25-958: introduced to amend Chapter 244 of the Code of the Township of Cedar Grove entitled 

Towing to permit the issuance of between two (2) and four (4) licenses for tow operators for up to 

a three-year period 

• Ord. 25-959: introduced to amend Chapter 251 of the Code of the Township of Cedar Grove entitled 

Vehicles and Traffic to formally codify stop and yield signs throughout the Township, switch the 

side of parking on Birch Road, install an all way stop at Bruce and Bowden, make Bortic Road a 

one-way from Pompton Avenue to sixty-five (65) feet east thereof, and reduce the speed on Ridge 

from 40 MPH to 35 MPH 

• Ord. 25-960: introduced to amend Chapter 268 of the Code of the Township of Cedar Grove entitled 

Zoning to remove ambiguity and vagueness from various definitions and to impose new, stricter 

requirements for the development of areas considered “Steep Slopes” 

• Use and Operating Agreement: resolution authorizing the North End Fire Company to use the North 

End Fire House 

• Speed Reduction: resolution lowering speed limits on Ridge Road (35 MPH) and Grove Avenue (30 

MPH) 

• The whole Council Meeting can be viewed here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8G9rAAmbHfk  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8G9rAAmbHfk
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NEW WEBSITE AND RECREATION REGISTRATION SYSTEM! 

• We are excited to announce that the Township will be transitioning to a new and improved online 

registration site in the coming months that has expanded 

registration capabilities and will allow for credit card processing 

for pool memberships starting in 2026!  

• As part of this upgrade, we will be transitioning the email blasts 

previously sent out through Community Pass to a notification 

system hosted by the Township through our brand-new website! 

Through this new and improved website, you will be able to create an account and select the areas you 

would like to receive updates and notifications for. Please go to www.cedargrovenj.org and select 

“Create a Website Account” to proceed. 

CURBSIDE LEAF PICKUP 

• The Township has begun curbside leaf removal on October 20, 

2025, and will continue until mid-December.  

• Our leaf tags and loader with a claw operate on a rotating 

schedule that tries to hit every street on an intermittent basis.  

• Please remove any basketball hoops from the roadway to assist 

our DPW crews with maneuvering the truck and trailer! 

• For residents who live on County roadways, their leaf pickup 

schedule can be found here: 

https://essexcountynj.org/event/2025-essex-county-leaf-

collection-schedule/ 

THIRD LETTER FROM PPA 

• Back in May, the Township, through a contract awarded to Professional Property Appraisers (“PPA”) 

began revaluating the Township of Cedar Grove after being ordered to do so by the County of Essex. 

PPA has been ambitiously going throughout our neighborhoods to complete this task. 

• Some residents may be receiving a third letter from PPA advising them of their second attempt to 

complete an interior inspection of their property, which should only take around 10 to 15 minutes. 

Please follow the instructions to schedule an appointment so that PPA may accurately assess your 

property’s fair market value. 

• More information from PPA can be found at: https://www.ppareval.com/  

  

http://www.cedargrovenj.org/
https://essexcountynj.org/event/2025-essex-county-leaf-collection-schedule/
https://essexcountynj.org/event/2025-essex-county-leaf-collection-schedule/
https://www.ppareval.com/
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Real Panthers Wear Pink Walk 

• The Township has raised over $15,000 for Minette’s Angels from this year’s 11th Annual Real Panthers 

Wear Pink Breast Cancer Awareness Walk! 

 

59th Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony, COMING SOON! 

 



DISCLAIMER 

The purpose of the Manager’s Monthly Memo is to provide a highlight or recap of some of the major projects and happenings taking place in Cedar 

Grove. By no means is it an exhaustive list and all of the information contained herein is subject to change depending on a multitude of unpredictable 

factors including but not limited to funding and weather. If you seek further information about any of these items or anything else taking place in 

Cedar Grove, please email me at zichelli@cedargrovenj.org or call (973) 239 – 1410 x 202 during normal business hours. 

MANAGER’S 

MONTHLY MEMO 

NOVEMBER 2025 

 CG HISTORY OF THE MONTH 

• Interestingly enough, in 1919 a new Howe 
Ford Fire Truck was purchased for

$3,075.00 ($57,585.33 in 2025 dollars)

• This year, the Township executed a 
purchase order for $1,665,000 for a new 
Pierce Fire Truck for Center Company, 
with a five-year lead time!

• The contributor to this piece, Ernest 
DeBaun, took copious, handwritten notes 
about the early days of Cedar Grove, all of 
which has now been converted to type face 
and total 85 pages!

jzichelli
Highlight


