
TOWNSHIP OF CEDAR GROVE 

ESSEX COUNTY     NEW JERSEY 

 

PUBLIC MEETING      MINUTES       JANUARY 5, 2026 

 

1. ROLL CALL, INVOCATION AND FLAG SALUTE 

 

Mayor Mega called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

Present:    Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

 

Also Present:  Township Manager Zichelli, Township Attorney Lagana and Township Clerk 

Forde 

 

Absent: Councilwoman Peterson 

 

The flag salute was led by Mayor Mega. 

 

Mayor Mega made the required announcement concerning the Open Public Meetings Act as follows: 

Adequate notice of this meeting was duly provided to the Verona-Cedar Grove Times and the Star 

Ledger on December 18, 2025, filed with the Township Clerk, and posted on the public bulletin board 

in the Municipal Building Lobby in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

2. MEETING OPEN TO RESIDENTS OF THE TOWNSHIP WISHING TO BE HEARD ON 

ANY ITEM ON THE AGENDA 

 

Mayor Mega opened this portion of the meeting to anyone wishing to be heard on any item on the 

agenda. 

 

There being no one present wishing to be heard, Mayor Mega closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

3. REPORTS OF TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 

a) Township Manager – The Township Manager reported the Budget Hearing was scheduled for 

January 26, 2026 at 5:00 PM. He reported that he would present an early appropriation draft to the 

Council with the Department Heads at the January Staff Council meeting would be televised. The 

Township Manager reported Pool Members was now open with a discount for those who joined 

prior to January 31, 2026.  The Township Manager introduced Joseph Lipari and reported that the 

he was being appointed at the OEM Coordinator due to the retirement of former OEM Coordinator 

Jeff McElroy. He asked Mr. Lipari to come forward to address the Members of Council. 

 

Mr. Lipari explained what the Office of Emergency Management did and its responsibilities. He 

provided the qualifications for each of his recommendations for Deputy OEM Coordinators.  He 

respectfully requested that his request for Deputy OEM Coordinators be approved. 

 

b) Township Clerk – No Report 
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c)  Township Attorney – No Report. 

 

d)   Other Reports 

 

 Councilman Zazzali – No Report. Councilman Zazzali wished everyone a Happy New Year. 

 

Councilwoman Skabich – Councilwoman Skabich announced that residents who wanted a pool 

membership were able to pay by credit card. 

 

Deputy Mayor Maceri – No Report. Deputy Mayor Maceri thanked Mr. Lipari for his presentation.  

He said he didn’t think there was anyone more qualified to take the position of OEM Coordinator.  

 

Mayor Mega – No Report.  Mayor Mega wished everyone a Happy New Year.  She offered 

congratulation to Township Manager for his recent nuptials.  She offered Happy Birthday well 

wishes to Bethany who is the daughter of Councilwoman Peterson.  Mayor Mega thanked Mr. 

Lipari for his time and dedication to the Township. 

 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

a) To consider resolution concerning approval of raffle applications – North Caldwell Partnership for 

Education. 

 

The following resolution had been posted on the bulletin board and a brief synopsis was given by 

the Township Clerk: 

 

 WHEREAS, an application for raffle license has been received from: 

 

 APPLICANTS     EVENTS, DATES TIMES & PLACE 

 North Caldwell Partnership For Education  On-Premise 50/50 Raffle to be held   

 132 Gould Avenue     January 30, 2026 at 7 PM– 11 PM at  

 North Caldwell, NJ 07006    1131 Pompton Ave., Cedar Grove, NJ 07009 

   

 North Caldwell Partnership For Education  On-Premise Merchandise Raffle to be held   

 132 Gould Avenue     January 30, 2026 at 7 PM– 11 PM at  

 North Caldwell, NJ 07006    1131 Pompton Ave., Cedar Grove, NJ 07009 

 

WHEREAS, the fees have been paid, and the applications have been reviewed by the Township 

Clerk and found acceptable. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Cedar 

 Grove that it does hereby approve said applications. 

 

Councilman Zazzali moved adoption of the resolution, seconded by Councilwoman Skabich 

passed by the following vote: 

 

AYE:  Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:   None 
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ABSENT:  Councilwoman Peterson 

 

b) To consider resolution appointing the OEM Coordinator. 

 

The following resolution had been posted on the bulletin board and a brief synopsis was given by 

the Township Clerk: 

  

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING JOSEPH LIPARI EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

COORDINATOR FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF CEDAR GROVE 

 

WHEREAS, OEM Coordinator Jeffrey McElroy has indicated his intention to retire; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is a need to appoint an OEM Coordinator to fill this impending vacancy; and 

 

WHEREAS, Joseph Lipari has extensive experience in emergency management operations and 

possesses the necessary qualifications to assume this vital role.  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Cedar 

Grove, County of Essex, State of New Jersey, that Joseph Lipari is hereby appointed OEM 

Coordinator for a three (3) year term effective January 6, 2026 and terminating January 6, 2029.   

 

Councilman Zazzali moved adoption of the resolution, seconded by Councilwoman Skabich 

passed by the following vote: 

 

AYE:  Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:   None 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Peterson 

 

c) To consider resolution appointing Deputy OEM Coordinators. 

 

The following resolution had been posted on the bulletin board and a brief synopsis was given by 

the Township Clerk: 

 

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING DEPUTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

COORDINATORS FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF CEDAR GROVE 
 

WHEREAS, OEM Coordinator Joseph Lipari has recently assumed the role of OEM Coordinator 

and needs to appoint four (4) Deputy Emergency Management Coordinators to assist with the 

rebuilding of operations; and  
 

WHEREAS, there is a need for representation from various entities reflective of the 

interoperations associated with Emergency Management; and  
 

WHEREAS, OEM Coordinator Joseph Lipari has decided to appoint the following four (4) 

individuals as Deputy Emergency Management Coordinators:  
  

1) Joseph M. Zichelli, Township Manager  
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2) Michael Grasso, DPW Superintendent/CGFD Captain 

3) John Bannon, CGBOE Superintendent/CGFD 

4) Joseph Russomanno, Cedar Grove Police Captain  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Cedar 

Grove, County of Essex, State of New Jersey, that OEM Coordinator Joseph Lipari is hereby 

authorized to make the four (4) Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator appointments as 

outlined.  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that OEM Coordinator Jospeh Lipari shall make any and all 

proper and necessary notifications concerning these appointments.  

 

Councilman Zazzali moved adoption of the resolution, seconded by Councilwoman Skabich 

passed by the following vote: 

 

AYE:  Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:   None 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Peterson 

 

5.  NEW BUSINESS 

a) To consider resolution establishing the interest rate on delinquent taxes. 

 

The following resolution had been posted on the bulletin board and a brief synopsis was given by 

the Township Clerk: 

 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING INTEREST RATE FOR DELINQUENT TAXES 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Township Council of the Township of Cedar Grove that the rate of 

interest to be charged on delinquent taxes shall be as follows: 
 

1) For taxes not in arrears, 0% for nine (9) calendar days following the due date.  Taxes not paid 

during this ten-day period shall be deemed to be in arrears as of the said first day of the month. 

 

2) For taxes in arrears, 8% per annum on the first $1,500 of the delinquency, 18% per annum on 

any amount in excess of $1,500, both to be increased to the maximum allowed by law in the 

event of an increase in the statutory maximum. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to NJSA 54:4-67, as amended, a penalty shall be 

charged to a taxpayer with a delinquency in excess of $10,000 who fails to pay said delinquency 

prior to the end of the calendar year.  The penalty so charged is hereby fixed at 6% of the amount 

of the delinquency; and if taxes are fully paid and satisfied for that calendar year by the holder of 

an outstanding tax sale certificate, the holder shall be entitled to receive the same 6% penalty as 

part of the amount required to redeem such certificate of sale; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Collector is hereby directed to collect interest on 

taxes in accordance with the terms of this resolution. 
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The Township Manager reported this resolution established interest rates on delinquent taxes. He 

reported for taxes not in arrears, 0% for nine (9) calendar days following the due date and for taxes 

not paid during this ten (10) day period would be in arrears as of the first day of the month. He 

reported taxes in arrears, 8% per annum on the first $1,500 of the delinquency, and 18% on any 

amount in excess of $1,500.  He reported both would be increased at the maximum allowed by law 

in the event of an increase in the statutory maximum, for those taxes not brought current.  

 

Councilwoman Skabich moved adoption of the resolution, seconded by Councilman Zazzali 

passed by the following vote: 

 

AYE:  Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:   None 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Peterson 

 

b) To consider resolution authorizing the establishment of Policy for the Claimant’s Certification 

Requirement. 

 

The following resolution had been posted on the bulletin board and a brief synopsis was given by 

the Township Clerk: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF CEDAR 

GROVE AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF POLICY FOR THE 

CLAIMANT’S CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 5:30-9A.6 and N.J.A.C. 5:31-4.1 gives local units the discretion to not 

require claimant certification by enacting a standard policy by resolution which allows for greater 

flexibility for local units when implements the claimant certification requirement set forth in 

N.J.S.A. 40A:5-16; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.JA.C. 5:30-9A.6 provides that claimant certification cannot be waived for the 

advance or reimbursement of employee expenses, or for services provided exclusively and entirely 

by an individual (e.g. sole proprietors);  

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Cedar 

Grove, County of Essex, State of New Jersey that in accordance with the provisions of N.J.A.C 

5:30-9A.6 and N.J.A.C. 5:31-4.1, the Township of Cedar Grove hereby will only require claimant 

certification for the following types of payments: 

 

• Reimbursement of employee expenses 

• Professional services including, but not limited to attorney, bond counsel, financial advisor, 

auditor, engineer and planner 

 

The Township Manager reported this resolution established (and continued) past practice and 

policy requiring claimant certification for payments due to employee reimbursement and 
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professional services, including but not limited to the attorney, bond counsel, financial advisor, 

auditor, engineer, and planner.  

 

Deputy Mayor Maceri moved adoption of the resolution, seconded by Councilwoman Skabich 

passed by the following vote: 

 

AYE:  Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:   None 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Peterson 

 

c) To consider resolution concerning 2026 Petty Cash Funds. 

 

The following resolution had been posted on the bulletin board and a brief synopsis was given by 

the Township Clerk: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Township Council of the Township of Cedar Grove hereby authorizes 

the establishment of a petty cash fund for the following departments in the amounts set forth effective 

January 1, 2026. 

 

    Finance Department  $120.00 

    Library    $100.00 

   

WHEREAS, a check will be drawn by the Treasurer of the Township of Cedar Grove establishing a 

petty cash fund, which will not be charged to a budget appropriation, but will create an asset on the 

Current Fund Balance Sheet known as “Cash-Petty Cash Fund”. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Cedar 

Grove, Essex County, New Jersey, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:5-21 that petty cash funds be 

established in the aggregate of $220.00. 

   

Deputy Mayor Maceri moved adoption of the resolution, seconded by Councilman Zazzali passed 

by the following vote: 

 

AYE:  Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:   None 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Peterson 

 

d) To consider resolution concerning 2026 Cash Management Plan. 

 

The following resolution had been posted on the bulletin board and a brief synopsis was given by 

the Township Clerk: 
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 CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Cedar Grove, County of Essex, 

State of New Jersey that for the year 2026, the following shall serve as the cash management plan of 

the Township of Cedar Grove. 

 

CASH MANAGEMENT AND INVESTMENT OBJECTIVES 

 The Township of Cedar Grove objectives in this area are: 

  A. Preservation of capital. 

  B. Adequate safekeeping of assets. 

  C. Maintenance of liquidity to meet operating needs.  

  D. Diversification of the Township’s portfolio to minimize risks associated with individual 

investments.  

  E. Investment of assets in accordance with State and Federal laws and regulations.  

 

DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES 

The following Government Unit Depository Protection Act approved banks are authorized 

depositories for deposit of funds: 

 

 Provident Bank    464 Eagle Rock Avenue, W. Orange, NJ 07052 

  

Designated official depositories are required to submit to the Chief Financial Officer, a copy of the 

Governmental Unit Deposit Protection Act Notification of eligibility, which is filed semi-annually 

with the Department of Banking each June 30th and December 31st of each year. 

 

CASH MANAGEMENT 

 1.  All funds shall be deposited within 48 hours of receipt in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:5-15. 

 2.  The Chief Financial Officer shall minimize the possibility of idle cash accumulating in accounts 

by assuring that the amounts in excess of negotiated compensating balances are kept in interest 

bearing accounts or promptly swept into the investment portfolio. 

3. The method of calculating banking fees and compensating balances shall be reviewed on a monthly 

basis. 

4. Investment decisions shall be guided by the cash flow projections prepared by the Chief Financial 

Officer. 

 

PERMISSIBLE INVESTMENTS 

1. Bonds or other obligations of the United States of America or obligations guaranteed the United 

States of America. 

 

2. Government money market mutual funds. 

 

3. Any federal agency or instrumentality obligation authorized by Congress that matures within 397 

days from the date of purchase and has a fixed rate of interest not dependent on any index or 

external factors. 

 

4. Bonds or other obligations of the local unit or school districts of which the local unit is a part. 
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5. Any other obligations with maturities not exceeding 397 days, as permitted by the Division of 

Investments. 

 

6. Local Government investment pools. 

 

7. New Jersey Cash Management Fund. 

 

8. Repurchase agreements of fully collateralized securities. 

AUTHORITY FOR INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 

The Chief Financial Officer is authorized and directed to make investments on behalf of the 

Township.  All investment decisions shall be consistent with this plan and all appropriate regulatory 

constraints. 

SAFEKEEPING 

Securities purchased on behalf of the Township shall be delivered electronically or physically to the 

Township's custodial bank, which shall maintain custodial and/or safekeeping accounts for such 

securities on behalf of the Township. 

AUDIT 

The Cash Management Plan shall be subject to annual audit conducted pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-

14. 

 

Councilman Zazzali moved adoption of the resolution, seconded by Councilwoman Skabich 

passed by the following vote: 

 

AYE:  Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:   None 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Peterson 

 

e) To consider introduction of Pending Ordinance No. 26-962 – Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal 

Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank.  

 

The ordinance was read by title only as follows: 

 

PENDING ORDINANCE NO. 26-962 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND 

TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14). 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.2, municipalities and counties shall be prohibited from 

increasing their final appropriations by more than two-and-one-half percent (2.5%) or the cost of living 

adjustment (2% for CY 2026), whichever is less, unless action is taken by the Governing Body to increase 

their final appropriations subject to the cap to the statutorily permitted three-and-one-half percent (3.5%), 

subject to certain exceptions; and  

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, 

appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the three-and-one-half 
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percent (3.5%) rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two (2) succeeding 

years; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Township Council of the Township of Cedar Grove finds it advisable and necessary to 

increase its CY2026 budget by up to 3.5% of the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interests of 

promoting the health, safety, and welfare of the citizens; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Council hereby determines that a 3.5% increase in the budget for said year, 

amounting to $245,742.49 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the 

Local Government Cap Law is advisable and necessary; and 

 

WHEREAS, with a 3.5% increase, the Township Council authorizes an increase in final appropriations 

in an amount not to exceed $573,399.15; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Township Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is 

not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriations in 

either of the next two (2) succeeding years. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Township Council of the Township of Cedar Grove, 

in the County of Essex, a majority of full authorized membership of this Governing Body affirmatively 

concurring, that, in the CY 2026 budget year, the final appropriations of the Township of Cedar Grove 

shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14, be increased by 3.5%, amounting to 

$245,742.49 in excess of the increase otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law and that the 

CY 2026 municipal budget for the Township of Cedar Grove be approved and adopted in accordance with 

this ordinance; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part 

of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to the final appropriation in either of the next two (2) 

succeeding years; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the 

Director of the Division of Local Government Services within five (5) days of introduction; and  

 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded 

vote included therein, be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within five 

(5) days after such adoption.  

 

The Township Manager reported municipalities and counties are limited from raising their final 

budget appropriations by more than 2% in the subsequent fiscal year unless action was taken by 

the Governing Body to increase the final appropriations subject to the CAP by the statutorily 

permitted 2%. He reported this Ordinance would allow for the Township to exceed the 

appropriation CAP by one and a half percent (1.5%) and would allow for an increase in 

appropriations of up to three-and-a-half percent (3.5%) of FY2025’s appropriations. He reported 

the Township did this every year. He reported that by adopting this Ordinance, the Township 

would be able to raise $245,742.49 in excess of the increase it would have otherwise been able to 

raise appropriations by, resulting in a maximum allowable appropriation increase of $573,399.15. 



PUBLIC COUNCIL MEETING         -10- JANUARY 5, 2026  

Councilwoman Skabich moved that the ordinance be passed on first reading, published in the 

Verona-Cedar Grove Times as a pending ordinance with a public hearing of February 2, 2026, 

seconded by Councilman Zazzali, and passed by the following vote: 

 

AYE:  Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:   None 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Peterson 

 

f) To consider resolution concerning the 2026 Temporary Budget. 

 

The following resolution had been posted on the bulletin board and a brief synopsis was given by 

the Township Clerk: 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

CEDAR GROVE ADOPTING THE 2026 TEMPORARY BUDGET 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-19 of the Local Budget Law provides that where any contracts, 

commitments or payments are to be made prior to the adoption of the budget, temporary 

appropriations shall be made on or before the 30th day of the budget year limited to 26.25% of the 

preceding year’s appropriations excluding debt service, capital improvement or public assistance; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, Governor Murphy has increased the maximum percentage to 35% for temporary 

budgets adopted by calendar year municipalities starting on January 1, 2026; and 

 

WHEREAS, the total appropriations in the 2025 budget, exclusive of appropriations made for 

debt service and capital improvement are as follows: 

 
FUND APPROPRIATIONS 

Current Fund $19,074,028.89 

Water Utility $2,373,878.19 

Sewer Utility $1,973,056.32 

Pool Utility $486,400.26 

Solid Waste Collection District $1,989,099.00 

 

WHEREAS, 35% of the total appropriations in the preceding budget, exclusive of Debt Service, 

Capital Improvement Fund and Public Assistance, and including debt service due prior to budget 

adoption are as follows: 

 
FUND TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS 

Current Fund $7,802,630.11 

Water Utility $981,707.37 

Sewer Utility $963,444.71 

Pool Utility $282,315.09 

Solid Waste Collection District $696,184.65 
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NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Cedar 

Grove, County of Essex, State of New Jersey that temporary appropriations of 35% as listed above 

for the 2026 temporary budget are approved and a copy of this resolution be sent to the Chief 

Financial Officer. 

 

The Township Manager reported because 2026’s budget was not yet adopted, the Township must 

operate on a temporary budget which is provided for in N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 of the Local Budget 

Law which allows for a municipality to establish a temporary budget excluding debt service, 

capital improvements or public assistance. The Township Manager reported that this year, 

Governor Murphy raised the temporary budget amount for calendar year municipalities to 35%, 

which meant this year’s temporary operating budget included: $7,802,630.11 in the current fund, 

$981,707.37 in the water utility, $963,444.71 in the sewer utility, $282,315.09 in the pool utility 

and $696,184.65 in the solid waste collection district.  

 

Councilwoman Skabich moved adoption of the resolution, seconded by Deputy Mayor Maceri 

passed by the following vote: 

 

AYE:  Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:   None 

ABSENT: Councilwoman Peterson 

 

6. CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS 

a) To consider resolution authorizing the award of a non-fair and open contract for professional 

finance and accounting services to Holman, Frenia, Allison PC, in an amount not to exceed 

$60,000. 

 

The following resolution had been posted on the bulletin board and a brief synopsis was given by 

the Township Clerk: 

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT FOR 

PROFESSIONAL FINANCE & ACCOUNTING SERVICES TO HOLMAN, FRENIA, ALLISON 

PC, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $60,000. 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Cedar Grove has a need to retain finance and accounting services 

both advisory and administrative in nature; and  

 

WHEREAS, Holman, Frenia Allison PC is an accounting & auditing firm consisting of CPAs, 

RMAs and CMFOs; and  

 

WHEREAS, accounting is a professional service is a recognized profession, regulated by law 

requiring extensive and specialized training and, as such, is an exception to the bidding 

requirements set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 et. seq; and  

 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is for one (1) year; and 
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WHEREAS, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5, Holman, Frenia, Allison PC has 

completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies they have not 

made any reportable contributions to a political candidate in Township of Cedar Grove in the 

previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit them from making any reportable 

contributions through the term of the contract; and  

 

WHEREAS, funds are available for this purpose in the municipal operating budgets.  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Cedar 

Grove that the Mayor and Township Clerk may award a contract to Holman, Frenia, Alison PC for 

an amount not to exceed for $60,000. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that an official notice of this action shall be published in 

accordance with the statute. 

 

The Township Manager reported this was a professional service contract in an amount not to 

exceed $60,000 to HFA for assisting the Township with financial services related to the 

Township’s use of Edmunds software, the general ledger and finalizing some of the transition 

items after the Township’s first full year on the new software.  

 

Councilwoman Skabich moved adoption of the resolution, seconded by Councilman Zazzali 

passed by the following vote: 

 

AYE:  Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:   None 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Peterson 

 

The Township Manger reported there was no Bill List for this meeting because the numbers were 

being rolled over for 2026. 

 

7. MEETING OPEN TO RESIDENTS OF THE TOWNSHIP WISHING TO BE HEARD ON 

ANY ITEM ON OR OFF THE AGENDA CONCERNING TOWNSHIP BUSINESS 

 

Mayor Mega opened this portion of the meeting to anyone wishing to be heard on any item on the 

agenda.   

 

1. Kate Hartwyk, County Liaison:  Ms. Hartwyk announced the Essex Deer Management Program 

would begin on Thursday, January 8, 2026. 

 

There being no one else present wishing to be heard, Mayor Mega closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

8. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Councilman Zazzali moved adjournment of the public council meeting, seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Maceri, and passed by the following vote.   
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AYE: Councilmember Skabich, Zazzali, Deputy Mayor Maceri, Mayor Mega 

NO:  None 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Peterson 

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:29 PM. 

 

                                                                                              

MICHELE MEGA  MAYOR 

ATTEST: 

 

____________________________________________ 

DALE A. FORDE             MUNICIPAL CLERK 


